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WOOROLOO PRISON FARM — 
THREE-DAY EQUESTRIAN EVENT 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Corrective Services) [2.04 pm]: I rise today to tell 
the house about the Perth Horse Trials three-day equestrian event held at the Wooroloo Prison Farm over the 
weekend of 19 to 22 August. The event is the biggest three-day equestrian event in Western Australia, attracting 
about 200 competitors from across the state. This year was a particularly special one because it was the thirtieth 
running of the event.  

The event is made up of the traditional dressage on the first day, cross-country on the second day and finishes 
with jumping on the third day. It acts as a springboard for local riders to get into bigger events in the eastern 
states and overseas, and results at Wooroloo are taken into account when it comes time to select the team to 
represent Australia at the Olympics. WA rider, Sonja Johnson, competed at Wooroloo many times on her way to 
being picked in the Australian team that won a silver medal at the Beijing Olympics, and there were many 
promising young riders with great potential competing at Wooroloo over the weekend. 

What makes the Wooroloo event unique is that it is held on the prison farm, and the prisoners play a crucial role 
in the running of the event. The prisoners paint and decorate the jumps, place the jumps on the cross-country 
course, set up the showjumping course, maintain the dressage arena, and even rake away the gumnuts in front of 
the jumps to make sure they are not a hazard for horses and riders. This participation is great for the prisoners, as 
they get to learn new skills and have to work as part of a team. It is also great for the competitors, because the 
Wooroloo course is widely acknowledged as one of the best in Australia. 

I am told that last weekend a visiting judge from Belarus commented on how amazing the course was, while an 
accredited technical delegate from New South Wales mentioned how lucky we were to have the involvement of 
the prisoners. Indeed, without the involvement of the prisoners it is doubtful the event could be held at all. This 
event is a wonderful example of prisoners and the community coming together and everyone benefiting. I would 
like to congratulate all the people involved in running the event over the past 30 years, and sincerely hope it will 
only get bigger and better over the next 30 years. 
 


